
Relevance to FPMB Member Boards (cont.)

• The white paper and AMA resolution focus on 

access to the USMLE, a medical licensure exam

for allopathic physicians

• APMA’s announcement of the AMA resolution 

noted:

• “[The] APMA strongly believes that DPMs are 

physicians and surgeons whose education and 

training are comparable to the education and 

training of MDs and DOs. [The] association 

therefore supports a uniform model for licensing

to demonstrate to health-care consumers that 

DPMs have met the same rigorous standards as 

other physicians.”

Joint Task Force
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• What engagement have you had with the Joint Task Force or 

any organization regarding the USMLE effort?

• Has the FPMB effort to organization and publicize 

information related to this effort been helpful to your 

understanding?

• What is your view of pursuing the USMLE eligibility direction 

now?

• If a path forward still exists (i.e., changes to education and a 

USMLE contract change) that would lead to DPMs having 

access to the USMLE, how might this impact:

• Licensure, including scope of practice, CMEs, etc.

• Statutes, regulations, and rules

• Structure of podiatric licensing and regulatory boards

Implications and Discussion (cont.)

Joint Task Force
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Implications and Discussion (cont.)

• What path(s) should be pursued that 

would move podiatry towards parity, 

particularly with scope of practice?

• Scope of practice is specifically relevant to 

state licensing and regulatory boards of 

podiatry

• Greater consistency in scope of practice 

nationally is consistent with increased 

license portability, a key component to 

occupational licensure reform and multi-

state licensure (i.e., compacts)

Joint Task Force
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Joint Task Force of Orthopaedic Surgeons and Podiatric Surgeons - White Paper 

Improving the Standardization Process for Assessment of Podiatric Medical Students and Residents by 
Enabling Them to Take the USMLE 

 
 

According to the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME), “All medical boards in the United States 
accept a passing score on the United States Medical Licensure Examination (USMLE) as evidence that an 
applicant demonstrates the core competencies to practice medicine.  As a result, healthcare consumers 
throughout the nation enjoy a high degree of confidence that their doctors have met a common standard.” 
Patients, as well as referring health care professionals should be able to have the same high degree of 
confidence that Doctors of Podiatric Medicine (DPMs) have also met this common standard as they provide 
medical and surgical care to patients within their scope of practice.  To accomplish this goal, and be considered 
physicians within their scope of practice, DPMs should be required to receive sufficient education and training 
to allow them to take and pass the USMLE. 
 
Medical associations have long supported a uniform standard for licensing, including a public position saying 
that changes in licensure by non-MD/DO practitioners must be based on education, training, and experience, to 
ensure patient safety.  This is the same position held by the American Podiatric Medical Association and the 
American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons. 
 
In 1961, podiatric medicine underwent its own version of allopathic medicine’s Flexner Report.  This was 
known as the Selden Commission Report, which led to advances in faculty development and improvements in 
podiatric education,  Hospital-based postgraduate podiatric training programs were instituted in 1956, and these 
training programs have been officially approved by the Council on Podiatric Medical Education (CPME) as 
podiatric residency programs since 1965.  Subsequently, efforts to advance podiatric training and education 
have continued, leading to increased standardization of podiatric residency training and expansion to mandatory 
three-year, comprehensive programs in 2013. 
 
Once licensed, DPMs can independently diagnose and treat human ailments within their scope of practice, 
which includes performing surgery in ambulatory and hospital settings, writing prescriptions, and ordering 
diagnostic studies. To be considered physicians, DPMs should take and pass the three-part USMLE. Following 
the model of MD and DO graduates, meeting this common standard along with the successful completion of 
state licensure requirements is essential to maintaining public trust. 
 
There is a lack of consensus among the four organizations as to whether DPMs should currently be considered 
to be physicians. All four organizations agree that DPMs that meet the four goals listed at the end of this white 
paper would be considered physicians within their scope of practice. This white paper does not address the 
different uses of the term physician within both state and federal laws and should not be construed as supporting 
the removal of any rights currently held by DPMs, nor supporting any effort to prevent DPMs from practicing 
under their title, status, or scope of practice as currently recognized by state and federal law and non- 
governmental entities. Furthermore, all four organizations agree that irrespective of their differences with 



       
 

   
 

respect to the current definition of the term physician, that DPMs, similar to MDs, and DOs, should not be 
restricted in their ability to appropriately take care of patients within their respective scope of practice, nor in 
their access to patients based upon type of insurance. 
 
In conclusion, the undersigned believe that the care of patients will be assured by requiring basic medical 
education that would allow for qualifying DPMs to take and pass all 3 parts of the USMLE. Further, we believe 
that the question of whether DPMs should be defined as physicians should be decided by mutually agreed upon 
standards of education, training, and passage of USMLE part 1-3 as opposed to future legislation. 
 
We agree to the following in order for DPMs to be recognized as physicians within their scope of practice by all 
four organizations: 

1. DPMs must pass all 3 parts of the USMLE. 

2. Accreditation of colleges of podiatric medicine should meet comparable standards to the Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education (LCME). We will accept the NBME’s determination on whether the 
CPME accreditation standards are comparable to LCME and sufficient to meet requirements which would 
allow DPMs to take all parts of the USMLE. 

3. CPME approval of podiatric residency programs should meet comparable standards to the Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).  

4. Board certification for DPMs should meet comparable standards as set forth by the American Board of 
Medical Specialties (ABMS). 

Endorsed, 2020 by: The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS), the American College of 
Foot and Ankle Surgeons (ACFAS), the American Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS), and the 
American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA). 

 



       
 

Joint Task Force of Orthopaedic Surgeons and Podiatric Surgeons - American Medical 
Association Resolution A-21 

 
Improving the Standardization Process for Assessment of Podiatric Medical Students and 

Residents by Initiating a Process Enabling Them to Take the USMLE 
 

Introduced by the American Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS) and the American 
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS) 

 

Whereas, according to the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME), “All medical boards 
in the United States accept a passing score on the United States Medical Licensure Examination 
(USMLE) as evidence that an applicant demonstrates the core competencies to practice 
medicine. As a result, healthcare consumers throughout the nation enjoy a high degree of 
confidence that their doctors have met a common standard;” and 

Whereas, medical associations have long supported a uniform standard for licensing, including a 
public position saying that changes in licensure by non-MD/DO practitioners must be based on 
education, training, and experience, to ensure patient safety. This is the same position held by the 
American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA) and the American College of Foot and Ankle 
Surgeons (ACFAS); and 

Whereas, patients, as well as referring physicians should be able to have the same high degree of 
confidence that Doctors of Podiatric Medicine (DPMs) have also met this common standard as 
they provide medical and surgical care to patients within their scope of practice; and 

Whereas, to accomplish this goal, and be considered physicians, DPMs should be required to 
receive sufficient education and training to take and pass all three parts of the USMLE; and 

Whereas, AAOS, AOFAS, APMA, and ACFAS have collaborated and agreed upon the pathway 
for qualified DPM graduates to take all three parts of the USMLE; and 

Whereas, the decision as to whether DPM students and graduates would be permitted to take the 
USMLE rests with the NBME and would be based in part on whether Council on Podiatric 
Medical Education (CPME) accreditation standards are comparable to Liaison Committee on 
Medical Education (LCME) standards and sufficient to meet NBME requirements; and 

Whereas, our AMA has the resources to objectively study these standards and if earned, its 
support would be beneficial to this process; and therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that our American Medical Association study, with report back at the 2021 Interim 
House of Delegates Meeting, whether CPME accreditation standards are comparable to Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education (LCME) standards and sufficient to meet requirements which 
would allow DPMs to take all parts of the USMLE.  



APMA & ACAFS: Frequently Asked Questions 

How and when was this initiated and what was the process? 
In 2018 a task force was created consisting of leaders from the American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons (AAOS), the American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons (ACFAS), the American 
Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS), and the American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA) to 
find common ground on the many clinical and policy initiatives that mutually benefit both groups and 
most importantly our patients. Additionally in 2019, Resolution 4-19 established that the national joint 
task force will endeavor to enlist the American Medical Association (AMA) to facilitate discussions with 
the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) on allowing DPMs to sit for the United States Medical 
Licensing Exam (USMLE). The resolution unanimously passed the APMA House of Delegates (HOD). It 
was endorsed by the American Board of Podiatric Medicine, the American Board of Foot and Ankle 
Surgery, and ACFAS, and was cosponsored by the APMA Board of Trustees, the American Podiatric 
Medical Students' Association, and 25 state component societies. 

Since 2019, the Joint Task Force of Orthopaedic and Podiatric Surgeons, comprised of two members 
from each organization’s leadership (AAOS, ACFAS, AOFAS, and APMA), began drafts of both the white 
paper and the AMA resolution. Over the course of two years and extensive review and edits, the joint 
task force members and their organizations’ boards approved the documents released May 6, 2021. 

Will access to the USMLE restrict DPMs’ scope of practice? No. As the white paper states, “…DPMs, 
similar to MDs, and DOs, should not be restricted in their ability to appropriately take care of patients 
within their respective scope of practice, nor in their access to patients based upon type of insurance.” 

What happens if the resolution passes at the June 2021 AMA HOD meeting?  
For you and your practice, there will be no immediate impact. This is a very long process that will take 
years to complete. The June 2021 AMA HOD is somewhat unique because it is a virtual meeting, which 
restricts the number of resolutions for consideration. The AMA 2021 “Prioritization Matrix” designates 
resolutions as either Top, High, Middle, Low, or Not a Priority. Therefore, not every resolution 
submitted will be heard. The first hurdle is that the resolution gets prioritized to be heard at this HOD. 
If it is accepted and placed on the priority list, it will be read on the floor of the HOD, options will be 
heard from AMA members (it could possibly go back to the AMA Council on Medical Education), and/or 
a vote will proceed. If all of this occurs and the resolution is ultimately approved at the June 2021 
HOD, it simply requires AMA to conduct a study with the results presented at the November 2021 HOD. 
That study would not be conducted by LCME or NBME, nor would it guarantee that NBME would accept a 
recommendation that podiatric students and graduates have access to the USMLE. 

What happens if the resolution does NOT pass at the June 2021 AMA HOD?  
If it is not considered at the June 2021 HOD, it may be considered at the November 2021 Interim AMA 
HOD. Depending on whether the meeting is virtual, additional challenges could occur. If the resolution 
is introduced and does not pass, it is the end of the resolution. A different resolution could potentially 
be introduced at a future AMA HOD with modifications to satisfy the concerns that caused it not to 
pass. 

Why was this process kept confidential and why did it exclude other stakeholders? 



The resolution and white paper took more than two years to gain approval by AAOS, AOFAS, ACFAS, 
and APMA and required that all organizations would have to agree to any statement before being 
released. Meticulous review and vetting were conducted by joint task force members and boards from 
all four organizations, including professional staff and legal counsel. Because of extensive opinions 
and perspectives on this topic, the joint task force decided it was necessary to keep conversations 
confidential in order to gain consensus. Other stakeholders will and are being included now that the 
joint announcement has been published.  
 
How is this going to impact podiatric medical schools? Will schools be required to adjust their 
curricula to help students pass the USMLE?   
In the short term, there is no impact. This process will be a long one. If AMA approves the resolution, 
conversations and strategies will need to be developed and will require input from a larger group of 
stakeholders (deans, schools, etc.). Comparability of residency training standards and board 
certification are far in the future. It is certainly possible some curriculum changes may be required to 
sufficiently prepare graduates to pass the USMLE. This process may also result in a change in testing 
and preparation. 
 
Is this white paper about defining the term physician? 
No. The purpose of this white paper is not to address the different uses of the term physician within 
both state and federal laws and should not be construed as supporting the removal of any rights 
currently held by DPMs, nor supporting any effort to prevent DPMs from practicing under their title, 
status, or scope of practice as currently recognized by state and federal law and non- governmental 
entities. If we get access to the USMLE, we will then be able to use those results to further confirm our 
physician definition. This scenario is similar to what the osteopathic physicians did many years ago. 
 
Are DPMs admitting our education and training are deficient?   
No. DPMs’ education and training are solid. If DPMs were perceived as being deficient by MDs and DOs, 
AAOS and AOFAS would not have supported efforts underway to get access to the USMLE, nor would 
APMA and ACFAS have agreed with this pathway. In 2011, the California Medical Association, the 
California Orthopedic Association, the Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons of California, and the 
California Podiatric Medical Association formed a Physicians and Surgeons Joint Task Force. Its goal 
was to evaluate podiatric training and education and compare them to those of MDs and DOs. After 
completing site visits at both podiatric medical schools in California and at four residency programs, 
the team of MDs, DOs, and PhDs responsible for the evaluation concluded that podiatric education 
and training produced physicians whose skills were indistinguishable from practitioners of other 
regional specialties of medicine (such as ophthalmology and otolaryngology).  
 
Does the option to take the USLME down the road make our licensing boards obsolete? No. 
Speculating about taking the USMLE and how that might affect licensing boards is so far into the 
future that no one has the answers. For now, podiatry licensing boards will be the only entities 
licensing podiatrists for practice, and any change to the exam used (APMLE from the NBPME) would 
have to go through every state legislature. APMA and ACFAS will always protect our current licensees 
and their ability to practice. 
 



Joint Task Force on Orthopaedic Surgeons & Podiatric Surgeons 
Talking Points Supporting 2021 AMA Resolution 

EXPLAINING THE RESOLUTION 
More than two years ago the 2019 American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA) House of Delegates passed 
Resolution 4-19, establishing that a national joint task force will work with the American Medical Association 
(AMA) to start discussions with the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) about allowing DPMs to sit 
for the United States Medical Licensing Exam (USMLE). That resolution was supported unequivocally by the 
leadership of the American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons (ACFAS). 

The subsequently created Joint Task Force of Orthopaedic Surgeons and Podiatric Surgeons between the 
American Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAOS), the American Orthopaedic Foot and Ankle Society 
(AOFAS), ACFAS, and APMA, has now crafted a resolution for consideration at the AMA House of Delegates 
Annual Meeting in June 2021.  

Submitted by AAOS and AOFAS, the resolution directs AMA to study whether Council on Podiatric Medical 
Education (CPME) accreditation standards for graduate medical education are comparable to Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education (LCME) standards. Should AMA determine comparability between CPME 
and LCME accreditation standards, future resolutions would direct that AMA recommend to the NBME that 
graduates of CPME-accredited colleges of podiatric medicine be allowed to take the USMLE. 

UNDERSTANDING WHY 
DPMs should not be restricted in the application of their specialty. The task force member organizations 
all agree that DPMs should not be restricted in their ability to appropriately care for patients within their 
respective scope of practice, nor in their access to patients based upon type of insurance.  

Licensure should be based on education, training, and experience. AMA has long supported a uniform 
standard for licensing, including a public position stating that changes in licensure must be based on 
education, training, and experience to ensure patient safety. This is the same position held by APMA and 
ACFAS.  

Patient safety always comes first. DPMs are driven by the desire to enrich the physician-patient 
relationship. Patients, as well as referring health-care professionals, should be able to have the same high 
degree of confidence that DPMs have met common standards as they provide medical and surgical care to 
patients within their scope of practice. Patients should be reassured knowing that DPMs are confident in their 
pursuit of higher medical education with their commitment to USMLE standards. 

The wheels of change turn slowly. The evolution of the profession shows that DPMs have advanced their 
field of medicine. Since 1961, podiatric medicine has taken actions to advance podiatric training and 
education, leading to increased standardization of podiatric residency training and expansion to mandatory 
three-year, hospital-based medical and surgical residency programs. In addition to their rigorous four-year 
medical education, three-year hospital-based surgical residency, and other postgraduate accreditations, 
DPMs can attain advanced certification in foot and ankle medicine or surgery, or both.  



 

 

Will this be required for everyone? Taking the USMLE would be optional. DPMs who choose not to take the 
USMLE are by no means diminished in their competency or ability to practice. The intention is that the USLME 
could be taken by enrollees or graduates from a CPME-accredited college of podiatric medicine. 
 
Why are orthopedists working with us on this? Despite our belief that our education and training is 
comparable to allopathic and osteopathic medicine, the orthopedic community has proposed this process to 
evaluate our education and training and has agreed that if these processes are comparable, they will 
recognize DPMs as physicians. This process could set the bar for all other providers seeking recognition 
commensurate with education and training.  



SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION #4-19 (Directive) 
PODIATRIC PHYSICIANS’ ACCESS TO USMLE TESTING 
 
WHEREAS, One of the highest priorities sought by the American Podiatric Medical Association 1 

(APMA) and APMA component societies has been the attainment of parity (equivalency) with MD 2 

and DO physicians; 3 

 
WHEREAS, The California Physician and Surgeon Joint Task Force, composed of representatives 4 

of the California Podiatric Medical Association (CPMA), the California Medical Association (CMA), 5 

the Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons of California (OPSC), and the California Orthopaedic 6 

Association (COA), have been pursuing a pathway for graduates of podiatric medical schools and 7 

podiatric residency programs to obtain a California Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate (the 8 

same plenary medical license as held by MDs and DOs); 9 

 
WHEREAS, A four-point pathway to achieve this license was agreed upon by all four 10 

organizations at the conclusion of the California Joint Task Force meeting in 2018; 11 

 
WHEREAS, One of the key components of these four points created a new pathway whereby 12 

graduates from Council on Podiatric Medical Education (CPME)-accredited podiatric medical 13 

schools can obtain a plenary medical license by passing either the United States Medical 14 

Licensing Examination (USMLE) or the Comprehensive Osteopathic Medical Licensing 15 

Examination (COMLEX); 16 

 
WHEREAS, Currently, only graduates of medical or osteopathic medical schools may sit for these 17 

examinations; 18 

 
WHEREAS, It was further agreed by all four California organizations that the most effective way 19 

to achieve the goal of having the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) or National Board 20 

of Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME) allow DPMs to sit for the USMLE or the COMLEX 21 

examinations was to have CMA and OPSC secure the support of their parent national 22 

associations, the American Medical Association (AMA) and American Osteopathic Association 23 

(AOA), and thus form a broad coalition of national medical, osteopathic, podiatric, and 24 

orthopedic associations which would then jointly petition the National Board of Medical 25 

Examiners (NBME)/National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME) to allow DPMs 26 

to sit for their national examinations; 27 

 
WHEREAS, At the conclusion of California’s 2018 Joint Task Force meeting, all four associations 28 

agreed to pass the task of forming a broad coalition to meet with NBME and NBOME to the newly 29 

formed National Joint Task Force of Orthopedic Surgeons and Podiatric Surgeons (national task 30 

force); 31 

 
WHEREAS, The CMA (the largest AMA Component) and OPSC agreed to assist the national task 32 

force in forming the broad coalition needed to meet with NBME and NBOME; 33 

 
WHEREAS, The national task force has held preliminary discussions and agreed to the need for 34 

DPMs to be allowed to sit for national medical/osteopathic examinations; and 35 

 



WHEREAS, To date, the national task force has yet to declare official formation of a broad 1 

coalition of national medical and osteopathic associations; 2 

 
RESOLVED, That the American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA) representatives to the 3 

National Joint Task Force of Orthopedic Surgeons and Podiatric Surgeons [consisting of APMA, 4 

American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons (ACFAS), American Academy of Orthopaedic 5 

Surgeons (AAOS), and American Orthopaedic Foot and Ankle Society (AOFAS)] continue to 6 

advocate for the involvement of the American Medical Association (AMA) and American 7 

Osteopathic Association (AOA) with the national joint task force; 8 

 
RESOLVED, That the APMA representatives to the national task force continue to work with 9 

representatives from the California Medical Association, the Osteopathic Physicians and 10 

Surgeons of California, and the California Orthopedic Association to assist with the involvement 11 

of the American Medical Association (AMA) and American Osteopathic Association (AOA) with 12 

the national joint task force; 13 

 
RESOLVED, That the national joint task force work with AMA to facilitate discussions with the 14 

National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) to allow podiatric medical students to be eligible 15 

to take the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE); and 16 

 
RESOLVED, That the task force issue a progress report to this House at the 2020 APMA House of 17 

Delegates. 18 

 
SPONSORED BY:  CALIFORNIA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
 
CO-SPONSORED BY:  ALABAMA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
    APMA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

ARIZONA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
COLORADO PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
GEORGIA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
IDAHO PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
ILLINOIS PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
IOWA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
INDIANA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
KENTUCKY PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
MARYLAND PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
MASSACHUSETTS PODIATRIC MEDICAL SOCIETY 
MICHIGAN PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
MONTANA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
NEW JERSEY PODIATRIC MEDICAL SOCIETY 
NEW MEXICO PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
NORTH CAROLINA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OREGON PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
SOUTH CAROLINA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
TEXAS PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
UTAH PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
VIRGINIA PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 




